Guidelines for ART 499

ART 499, Senior Exhibition, is the capstone course for seniors intending to graduate with the BFA in Art. It is intended to provide a summation for all studio art students in which they integrate their prior experience around a theme of their choice. This capstone experience revolves around each student’s individual exhibition, which is organized by the student, and which represents a cohesive body of studio work. This is the responsibility of the student. The faculty member teaching the upper division course within the area of emphasis in which the student enrolls concurrently with ART 499 has the responsibility to provide supervision for the student in that are. The student’s senior committee and ART 499 instructor provide additional guidance and support within the initial stages of the foundation of the student’s project.

Directly linked to the organization of each student’s exhibition, the ART 499 class provides the opportunity for students from various studio areas to bring together their creative work within a critical forum. Critical analysis is based upon thoughtful evaluation of the visual elements which combine to express underlying content and meaning. This is to be facilitated by classroom critiques, presentations, and written assignments. Understanding and presenting the conceptual bases of the work in various media brought by the students is considered the most important activity within the course.

Issues pertaining to execution such as media application, formal organization and use of symbol provide the visual language used to express ideas and will be given attention insofar as they pertain to the conceptual basis of the student’s work. The ability to communicate ideas verbally and in written form is inherent in the critical process within the ART 499 class. The student’s written statement, assignments, class discussion and the student’s presentation of ideas to the instructor and senior committee will be given attention as well.  Finally, a discussion of technical presentation forms and skills relative to the final exhibition will also be included in the class because they directly affect the way the student’s chosen theme will be perceived by the exhibition visitor. The physical presentation of the exhibition is the responsibility of the student under the guidance of the ART 499 instructor.
The content of the Art 499 course as described above provides us with an appropriate hierarchy for the evaluation of the student’s final efforts (Outcomes) as listed in descending order of importance below.

Conceptual understanding and articulation

Most importantly, the student is to develop a conceptually coherent body of work for exhibition and demonstrate that he/she understands that those concepts are expressed foremost by the work and reinforced by the written statement, presentation to the Committee, manner of visual presentation and in discussion within critiques and assignments. The ART 499 faculty member is not involved in assessing the student’s individual theme, but in providing guidance and support to the student.

Execution
In order to visually communicate with other viewers, concept and execution are inextricably linked. Non-the-less-, execution is the vehicle by which content is expressed and will be evaluated in terms of how, and how well media and formal organization embody the intended content. The ART 499 instructor is not involved in assessing the student’s execution of the work, but in providing guidance and support.

Verbal expression and presentation

The artist’s statement as well as presentation and installation of the work may greatly enhance or detract from the viewer’s understanding and appreciation of the artist’s work.  Consequently, the factors of verbal/written expression and presentation are to be evaluated in terms of their clarity, appropriateness for, and consistency with the concept and execution of the work. The ART 499 instructor is responsible for assessing this.

The Senior Exhibition Committee

This committee will consist of the instructor from the area of emphasis, the ART 499 instructor and two faculty chosen by the student in discussion with the instructor from the area of emphasis. It is the responsibility of members of this committee to meet with the student and the Art 499 instructor on at least two occasions prior to the opening of the exhibition. The committeee will also meet with the student while the show is in progress for the purpose of an oral presentation. It is the task of this committee to provide guidance and support to the student through critical dialogue. Additionally, after the oral presentation, each committee member will provide written comments as to the attainment of a level of conceptual and technical maturity to the instructor of the upper division course within the area of emphasis of the student and the ART 499 instructor.
Relation of the ART 499 faculty and the instructor of the upper division course within the emphasis taken concurrently with ART 499.

It will best serve the student if these instructors communicate with on another regarding the progress of the student to mounting his/her/their work for the exhibition. 

